National Fastpitch Championship

Key Dates
Key dates for the 2012 NFC held at Fraser Park, Lower Hutt are:

· Mon 14 Nov 2011:
Applications for new association teams due

· Fri 18 Nov 2011: 
New association teams told if accepted into tournament

· Thur 1 Dec 2011:  
Entry form due along with half the entry fee 

· Fri 2 Dec 2011:
Overseas player registration forms due

· Fri 9 Dec 2011:
NZ player registration forms due

· Fri 13 Jan 2012:
Full payment of entry fee due 

· Fri 13 Jan 2012:
List of protected players from each team due

· Tue 17 Jan 2012:
Player draft is undertaken

· Wed 15 Feb 2012:
NFC Managers meeting at Fraser Park, Lower Hutt
· Thur 16 Feb 2012:
NFC Tournament begins at Fraser Park, Lower Hutt


National Fastpitch Championship 

The NFC for the 2011/12 season is to be based on the following principles:

1. Association based with a maximum entry of eight (8) teams in each of the Men’s and Women’s competitions.

2. Format to be a 4 day tournament

3. Playing venue in any year to be restricted to one of three “regions” – AK/NH, WN/HV and CB.  This to allow for ease of access and cost effectiveness in travel and accommodation.

4. To be held 16th – 19th February 2012 at Fraser Park, Lower Hutt
Entry for new associations will be by application to SNZ by no later than 14th November, 2011 (if there are exceptional circumstances that require an extension to this date then please contact the Events and Associations Relationship Manager who will consider your request). SNZ will communicate the decision to each new Association on their application by the 18th November, 2011. 
Entry Fee

The Participation Fee for the 2012 NFC is set at $500.00 incl. GST.  

Payment of the half the determined Entry Fee is to accompany the Entry Form by no later than 1st December 2011.  Failure to pay half the Entry Fee by the due date will render the entry null and void.  Late entries will not be accepted. The full payment should be made no later than 13th January, 2012 otherwise the entry will be null and void and there will be no refund on any monies already paid.
Player Eligibility
All prospective players must register for the NFC if they wish to be selected for an Association team. Registration for NZ players must be submitted to SNZ by 9th December, 2011. 

Only one overseas player (this means any player who is not a NZ Player) can participate in each Association. They must be registered by way of completing and submitting the appropriate form to SNZ one week earlier in New Zealand (than an NZ player) and be presented to SNZ by 2nd December 2011 with appropriate paper work from their international body  allowing them to participate in the competition.
Protected Players

Protected Players (PP) are the players that each Association names on the applicable date set by the NFC each year as the base of players that will make up that NFC team.  It can range from a minimum of 9 to a maximum of 15. 

Each Association team can protect/select a minimum of 9 and a maximum of up to 15 players from their region “only”.  A maximum of three of those PP can be pitchers.  Note:  all PP pitchers must be clearly designated in any team list submitted. 

Protected Players (PP) for the 2011/12 NFC must be named by 12 noon, 13th January 2012. 

Note: With only four days between the naming of Protected Players and the actual Draft no changes to the PP list will be accepted unless due to exceptional circumstances and agreed to by the NFC Commission.  

All NFC team player requirements from the time of the draft (17 Jan, 2012) must be drawn ONLY from the list of draft players. 

Pitchers must be named and clearly designated in the PP list.  
Player Draft

All players who are not designated Protected Players (PP) by an Association on 13th Jan, 2012 who have completed registration for the NFC using Form NFC-01, will be submitted for the draft.  The draft selection will take place on 17th Jan, 2012.
For the purpose of the draft all NFC teams will be seeded according to the order of finishing in the NFC of the previous season.  The purpose of the seeding is to ensure that the lower seeded teams have the first call on players.

