SNZ UMPIRES ANNUAL RULES TEST 2019 — Levels 4 to 7

Note: If you are a Level 3 umpire beingassessed for Level 4inthe coming seasonyou
NEW AL D are required tosit the 100 question Level 4-7rules test.

UMPIRE

Pre-Amble: This Annual Rules Testis based onthe New Zealand Rule Book 2018-2021 and relatesto Fast
Pitch only. You may also use the WBSC 2018-2021 rule book.

For the sake of brevity and clarity some questions will use the following symbols:

For Fielders: F1 =Pitcher; F2 = Catcher; F3 = 1st Base; F4 = 2nd Base; F5 = 3rd Base; F6 = Shortstop;
F7 = LeftField; F8 = Centre Field; F9=Right Field.

For Runners: R1is always the lead runner, followed by R2, R3 etc.

For Batters: BRisthe batter-runner; Bl is the lead-off batter, followed by B2, B3, B4 etc.
For Substitutes:S1is the first substitution player, followed by S2, S3, S4 etc.

For The Bases: 1B = 15t Base; 2B = 2" base; 3B = 3™ base; HP = Home plate
INSTRUCTIONS:

1. ThisRulesTestis an OpenBook Test. You may use the 2018-2021 New Zealand Rule Book or WBSC
Rule Book to answerthe questions. We highly recommend you doso and have included aRule
Reference column (optional to use). Answer strictly according to the Rule Bookand NOT local bylaws
and/orgroundrules.

2. The question may be long, butis writtenin full forclarity. If the Umpiresrulingisonly partially
correct, the answeris FALSE.

3. ThisRulesTestis now offered asanonline testandincludes 100 questions. Please provideyour
answersonline and you will getyour score resultimmediately after you press submit.

4. Allanswersare either True or False (Yes = True, No = False) and are worth one (1) mark each for a
total of 100 marks.

5. Please selectyouranswerby clicking onthe True or False button options.

6. Attheendof the test, press Submitand you will see yourscore immediately. You can only take the
testonce.

7. Completionofthistestistobe done individually and notas a group to ensure the testis beneficial to
the individual.

8. If you have any questions, pleaseemail: debeaul2@gmail.com

9. The Rules Test will close on Sunday 15 September2019. Answers will be posted onthe SNZUmpires
website shortly afterthe closing date.

Ifyou require areader/writerto complete the test please contact yourlocal chief umpire to arrange this.
If you are unable to complete the test online please complete the answersheeton page 8 and send to:

Dave Beaumont C/- 33 Marriotts Road, North New Brighton, Christchurch 8083 before the closing date.
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T/F

Rule Reference

Only pitchers (F1) are allowed to wear facemasks on the diamond.

A softball batter’s helmet must have two earflaps (oneon eachside).

3 | Anydefensive team memberincluding coaches, may take warm up pitches provided they wear a catcher’s mask.

4 | Atthebeginningofthe 1stinningpitchers are allowed three(3) warm up pitches.

5 | Allfielding players, exceptthe catcher, must be standingin fairterritory before apitchis delivered.

A batter may wear protective armand/orlegguards.

A pitch crosses the plate at waist height with a quarter of the ball crossing the inside edge of the plate and the rest of the ball
off the plate. RULING: Strike.
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A pitch crosses the plate with the top of the ball above the top of the batter’s sternum (chest plate) but
below theirarmpits.

RULING: Ball.

8
A pitch crosses the plate with the top of the ball at the bottom of the batter’s kneecap.
RULING: Strike.

9

A pitch hits the ground before it reaches home plate, bounces up off the ground and crosses the plate above the knee.The
10 | batterdoesnot swingat the pitch.

RULING: Strike.

Click on the link below to watch the video.

11 | The ball does NOT hitthe bat. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhK5trHenms

RULING: Dead ball, batteris awarded 1st base.

12 | The batterisout if any part of theirfoot touches home plate when they hitthe ball (fairorfoul).

A batted ball hits the batter standinginthe batter’s box.

RULING: Dead ball, strike.
13
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1 ball, 2 strike count on the batter.
The next pitchis bunted intofairterritory.

14
RULING: Batter isout.
2 ball, 2 strike count on the batter.
The batter buntsthe next pitch.
15 Watch the video to see what happens next.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgxrDcIPNFO

RULING: Batter is out.

A batted ball firsttouches the outfield in foul territory, thenrolls overthe lineinto
16 | fairterritory whereitcomesto rest.
RULING: Foul ball.

A batted ball hitinto foul territory before passing 1st base spins back into the
17 | infieldand comestorest.
RULING: Foul ball.

A batted ball hits 3rd base, rolls and comes to rest in outfield foul territory.

18 RULING: Fair ball.
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A batted ball isfielded by 3rd base (F5) on the foul line with one footin foul territory.
RULING: Foul ball.

19

A batted ballisfielded by 3rd base (F5) overthe foul line with both theirfeetinside
the diamond.

RULING: Foul ball.
20

2 ball, 2 strike count on the batter. On the next pitch the battertipsa ball directly fromthe batto the catcher’s glove.
21 | RULING: Foul tip, batteris out.

R1 on 1B, 1 strike countonthe batter.
On the next pitch the batter hitsa foul tip.
22 | R1 runsfrom 1st to 2nd base.

RULING: Strike two (2), R1 is safe on 2nd base.

Oneout.R1 on 2B, R2 on 1B.
23 | The batter swings and missesthe 3rd strike, which the catcher drops.
RULING: The batterisout.

Oneout.R1 on 1B.
24 | The batter swings and missesthe 3rd strike, which the catcherdrops.
RULING: The batterisout.

25 | The pitcher(F1) can notify the plate umpire to give a batteran Intentional Base on Balls.
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26

A pitch hits the ground before it reaches home plate, bounces up off the ground and is hit by the batter.
The batted ballis caughtin flight by F1.
RULING: Legal catch, batterisout.

27

The batter hitsa line drive to (F5).
The ball deflects off F5’s glove in flight and is caught by (F6).

RULING: Legal catch, batter is out.

28

The batter hitsto (F6) who throws the ball to 1st base.

F3 catches the ball with their whole foot on the foul (coloured) portion of 1st base just before the batter-runnerreachesthe
base.

RULING: The batteris safe.

29

On a double (two base) hitto the outfield the batter-runner must touch the fair (white)
portion of 1st base as theyrunto 2nd base.

30

Fenced Diamond.
The batter hits to the outfield.
The batted ball bounces overthe outfield fence before they reach 1st base.

RULING: The batter-runnerisawarded 2nd base.
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T/F | Rule Reference

Fenced Diamond.
The batter hits to the outfield.
31 The batted ball bounces overthe outfield fence afterthey have touched 1st base.

RULING: The batter-runneris awarded 3rd base.

Opendiamond. The batter hits a foul fly ball between home plate and 1st base.

The catcher (F2) jumps up from foul territory and catches the ball over dead ball territory
withbothfeetintheair.

32 F2 landsin dead ball territory with the ball securely held in their glove.

RULING: Legal catch, batter is out.

Fenced diamond. The batter hitsafly ball close to the outfield fence.
F8 catches the ball, then falls overthe fence.

F8landsin dead ball territory with the ball securely held in theirglove.
RULING: Legal catch, batter is out.

33

Fenced diamond.R1on 3B, R2 on 2B. The batter hits a fly ball close to the outfield fence. R1and R2 hold theirbs.Watch the
videotosee what happens next.
34 | https://youtu.be/jMfJ-GGOs6g

RULING: Legal catch, batter is out, R1 is awarded home and R2 is awarded 3rd base.
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R1 on1B.

The batter hitsto shortstop (F6) whofields the ball and runs to 2nd base attemptingto force
out R1 (see picture).

35 In the umpire’sjudgement, F6'sfoot and R1’s foot touch 2nd base at the same time.
RULING: R1 is safe.

Only the plate umpire can ejecta coach.

36

The catcher stands up to catch a pitch blockingthe plate umpires view of the batter’s swing orno swing. RULING: The plate

37 umpire can ask the base umpire if the batter made an attemptto hit the pitch to assist with a strike/ball call.

Aftercompletingthe top of the 5th inning, Wheroteamhas 1 run.
38 | Kakarikiteam (batting second) has9runs.

Kakariki team are declared winners onthe run ahead rule and the game is over.

Ifan umpire seesarunnerleave abase before acaught fly ball is first touched they should call that runner out immediately,

39 regardless of whetherthe fielding (defensive) team make an appeal or not.

R1 on 1B. The batter hitsa double (two base hit) toright field.

R1 advancesto 3rd base.

Afterthe ballisreturnedto the pitcher, centre field (F8) appeals, from the outfield, for R1 not touching 2nd base.
RULING: The umpire disallows F8's appeal and calls R1 safe.

41 | Ifateamis usinga designated player(DP) they musthave ten (10) playerslistedintheirstartingline-up.
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42

A team has a designated player (DP) intheirline-up batting for the pitcher (F1).

In the 6th innings the coach notifies the plate umpire that F1will batin place of the DP.

RULING: This isa legal change.

43

Makea starts the game at centre field (F8).

In the 3rd innings Makeaiis substituted by Hoani (S1) fielding at F8.
In the 5th innings Makeare-enters the game fielding at F8.

In the 7th innings Makeais substituted by Avery (S2) fielding at F8.
RULING: All of these changes are legal.

Only the plate umpire can declare an infield fly.

45

No outs.R1on 2B, R2 on 1B.
The batter hits a fly ball towards the shortstop (F6). The umpires call “Infield fly”.
Watch the video to see what happens next.

https://youtu.be/WbFDeD6Mup4

SOFTBALLRULING: The batteris safe.

46

One out. Runnerson 1st and 2nd base (R1 on 2B, R2 on 1B).

The batter hits a fly ball between 3rd base (F5) and shortstop (F6).

The umpires call “Infield fly”.

R1 runsto 3rd base on the hit.

Both F5 and F6 call forthe ball, they collideand the ball fallsto the ground.
RULING: The batterisout, R1is safe on 3rd base.
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47

Oneout, R1 on 3B.
The batter bunts the first pitch to attempta “squeeze play”.
The base umpire calls R1 out for leaving 3rd base early.

RULING: Dead ball, R1isout for leaving early, batterreturns to bat with no count.

See picture. The runneris out forinterferingwith afielderwhois attemptingtofielda
batted ball.

49

R1 on2B.
B2 hitsa ground ball towards Fé.
Watch the video to see what happens next.

https://youtu.be/lviDo7srV5s

RULING: Dead ball, R1isout for interference, B2is safe on 1st base.

50

B1 buntsthe ball whichisfielded by F2.
F2 throws to 1st base.
The thrown ball hits B1 whois inthe “runninglane” (see picture).

RULING: Dead ball, Bl isout for interference.
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R1 on 3B, R2 on 1B. The offense are attempting to advance R1 by means of a squeeze play. The defenseare wise to it and fake
the throw to 1B, before catchingR1ina hotbox. R2 isobstructed by F6 just past 2B, but continues round to stand on 3B to
watch forthe outcome of the rundown. F3 juggles the ball allowing R1to scramble back to 3B ina diving play, and R2 is now
51 | caughtina secondrundownandeventually tagged out by F8. The offense appealforthe obstruction of F6 and request R2 be
awarded 2B and B3 returned to 1B.

RULING: The umpire declines the appeal, as R2 had reached 3B and was played outina secondary rundown.

52 A foul ball shall be declared when a batterrunner deliberately kicks alegally batted ball in foul territory, priortothe ball
crossing the foul line.

53 | The PU shall declare abatted ball fair or foul depending on the position of the ball relative to the foul line.

54 | Whenreceivingsignalsfromthe catcher, the pitcher must be standing on the pitcher's plate with his hands together.

A batterthat firstleaves the batter’'s boxto geta runningstart on a slap hit will be declared out if the ball makes contact with

25 the bat.

S1, whohas beenruled anIneligible Player as a result of being an unreported substitute, returnstothe gameina laterinning
56 | as areplacementplayeron offense. The defense appeals prior toa pitch being thrown.
RULING: the umpire shall declare aforfeitto the team not at fault.

B4 buntsthe ball justinfront of home plate. He then runs toward 1st base infairterritory, heading toward the 0.91m (3 ft)
57 | runninglane. While infairterritory, and before reachingthe 0.91m (3 ft) lane, heis hitin the back by the throw from F2.
RULING: Although B4 isrunninginfairterritory, he is not out.

The ballis dead when a thrown ball accidentally strikes a base coach.

58

%

0%
|
@

59 A legally batted ball comestorestinthe batter's box. The umpire shall declare afair or foul ball depending on the location of
the ball.
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Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

The batter steps out of the box and appears to interfere with the catcher’s opportunity to make a play at home plate.

60 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yllc9a9uSes

RULING: Dead ball. Batteris out and R1 returnsto last base touched at time of the interference.

Tied ball game, bottom of the 7th inning. R1is on 3B, R2 on 2B, one out. Unreported S1 replaces B3 inthe batter's box and hits
alongflyto F7. All runners tag up and R1 scores on the close play at home. Thinking the game is over, R2 walks off the base
towards home to hugR1. A quick thinking F2throwsto F5 for the tag. The defensive coachthen appealsforthe unreported S1.
RULING: As the game is over when R1 crossed the plate, the umpires should ignorethe tag play on R2 and the appeal on S1.

61

In the top of the third inning, the offensive team coach requests a conference with a batter. In the bottom half of the inning,

2
6 the same coach (now ondefense)requests "Time" totalkto F1. This islegal.

Offensive obstructionisthe act of an offensive player orteam memberthat obstructs or interferes with adefensive player

63 .
makinga play.

A legally batted ball bounds overthe foul portion of the 1B and hits the base umpire
standinginfoul territory.
RULING: Foul ball.

65 | Anylegally pitched ballthattouchesthe ground before the plate and is not swungat shall be called a ball by the umpire.

66 | AnInfield Flyisalegally battedball, includingaline drive.

R2 on 3B with none out. B3 bunts the ball to F5 and R2 becomes caughtin a run down play between home & 3B. B3, whois
halfway to 1B, seesthat R2 is trapped so, in an attemptto draw a throw, turns around and runs back towards, but does not
touch, home plate. R2 is then tagged as B3 turns around again and runs safely to 1B.

RULING: B3 is not out forrunningthe basesin reverse orderor stepping back to avoid a tag.

67

R2 at 1st and R1 at 3rd base with one out. The batter hitsthe ball sharply onthe ground alongthe third base line and on the hit
R1 and R2 are on the move. R1 heading forhome plate, collides with F5at the same time the ball istouched by F5 and the PU
calls"Foul Ball". The PU rules that the contact occurred after the foul ball. R2 and R1 return to theirbases at time of pitch and
B3 now has one strike.

68

69 | A base coach may address only hisownteam members.
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Clickon the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation. 1out, 3-2 counton B4. R1 on 1B attemptingtosteal 2B. B4
unintentionally hits the catcheron the backswing as he’s attempting to make a throw at 2B.

70 | https://youtu.be/YdJKaactpnM

RULING: Batter’sinterference called on B4, as thisis strike 3 and he’s already out, R1 (closestto home) isalso out, inningis
over.

71 | A protest may be lodged by any player.

A “Replacement Player” is not classified as a substitute, therefore does not have to be reported tothe umpire when he enters

72

or leavesthe game.

In the 6th inning, the pitcheris hit with the ball and it cuts herleg. Her coach asks if the starting pitcher who has already been
73 twice substituted, may be used as the replacement player.

RULING: The Plate Umpire rules that thisis acceptable since astarting player who has been twice substituted may be usedas a
replacementplayer.

74 | Arunnerisa playeroftheteamon offense who hasfinished aturnat bat and reached 1B, and has not yetbeen putout.

Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/Tw280YrYelA

75 | 2019 World Cup grand final, extrainnings, B6 hits long flyball that appears to be gloved well over the fence by F8 but then the
ball reboundsinsidethe field of play. RULINGon the fieldis fairball, play on. After video review, this should have beenruled as
a homerun.

76 | The Base umpire can declare a forfeitif the playerthey ejected remains on the bench

77 | Alegally battedfly ball thatis caughtagainsta fence with the glove orbare hand is not considered to be a trapped Ball.

The plate umpire interferes with the catcher's attemptto throw to 2B on a steal attempt, butthe runneristagged out onthe
78 | play.
RULING: The outis legal, and the ball remainsalive.

The BR isobstructed by F3 when roundingfirst base. He continues toward 2B, where he runsinto F4 standingin the base path
79 | and attemptingtofield athrow from the outfield. The obstructionis nullified, and the interference is enforced resultingin the
BR beingcalled out.
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Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/ b91CUzlJIXw

8o | R1on1B, B7 hitsalongflyballin leftcentre field and R1 takes off thinkingit will drop. F8 makes the catch. R1rounds 2B and
realises the catchis made. As she retreatsto 1B, she failstoretouch 2B. Asthe ballis thrown wild but still live, R1retouches 1B
and ends up standingsafely on 2B. The defense now make adead ball appeal thatR1 failed to retouch 2B on her way to re -tag.
RULING: This isa valid appeal and R1 should be declared out for failing to retouch the basesin reverse order.

None out. B4 leads off the inning and gets a walk. B7 hits a safe single, advancing B4to 2B. B5 strikes out. B6 buntsand is

81 | thrownout at 1B, with both runnersadvancingone base. An appeal isnow made for B7 batting out of order.

RULING: B7 isout.

82 On a highfly ball, F3 and F4 collide attempting to make the catch. Afterthe contact, F3 catches the ball, butthe glove comes
off. F4 catches the glove with the ball insideand has possession of both. Thisis a legal catch.

83 | Ateam may commence agame with eleven starting players on the line-up and possibly finish with only nine.

The offensive coach has already been charged with one offensive conference. Laterin the same -
inning, the defensive coach requests "time" foraconference with F1. Duringthe defensive
conference, the offensive coach comes outonto the field to talk to one of the runners. The
84 | offensive coach leaves at the same time as the defensive conference is over.
RULING: The umpire should not charge the offensive coach with aconference.

85 | The OPO and the FLEX may notfield atthe same time.

86 Ifthe third out of an inningis made ona runner priorto the discovery of a batting out of orderinfringement, an appeal can be
made in order to re-instate the correct batting order.

87 S1, whohas beenruledanIneligible Player as a result of beingan unreported substitute, returns tothe gameina laterinning.
The umpire declares aforfeitto the team not at fault.

88 Joneswas not a starter and has not played, when F4isinjured and has blood shown on his uniform pants. Jonesisinserted as a
replacementplayer. Thisislegal.

89 | The DP and the FLEX may field atthe same time, howeverthe OPO and DP may not bat inthe same line up.
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Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/MXhQF9yBSKo

20
Under WBSCrules, this would appearas a clear case forobstruction as F5 was blocking access to 3B while notin possessionof

the ball.

The return to the game (within the permitted time frame) of the withdrawn player, without notification to the plate umpire is

91
an appeal play.

Afterthe pre-game, the offensive coach advises that the #6 (DP) has slipped and cut herself. He advises that #25 (S1) will
replace heras the DP. Inthe top of the 3rd inning, the coach advises #6 will bat for #25. She hitsa double, and slidesinto 2B.
Howeverasshe stands up she re-opens the graze sustained earlier and begins to bleed profusely again. The coach advises she
will use #25 again as the replacement player. At the top of the 6th inning, the offenseadvise #25 will enterthe game as the
substitute for #6. The defense appeal that #25 must be replaced with alegal substitute, as #25 has already been substituted in
the 1st inning. RULING: The PU should declare #25 an illegal player & apply the correct penalty.

92

93 | No runsshall score whenthe 3™ out of the inningis the result of a force play.

With a 3-2 count, B4 attempts to bunt. The pitch deflects from the batinto the batters box where it makes contact with the

4 battersfoot. RULING: Foul Ball. Batteris out.

Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/8cbsbVNGgn4

95
The ball comes off the bat and bounces onthe catcher’s glove and is caught by his bare hand. The ball doesn’ttouch the

catcher’'sequipment northe umpire. RULING: This should be called as a foul tip.

96 | Runners mayadvance whena fielderintentionallydrops a bunted fly ball witharunneron 1st and with less than two out.

B1 buntsthe ball into fairterritory nearthe 1B foul line. While runningto 1B he drops the bat and deflects the stationary ball

97 away from F3. B1 is declared out.

R1 on 3B, one out. B1 hitsa fly ball to the outfield. R1tags up. F5 jumpsup in front of R1 so he can’t see the catch andis then

98 . .
thrownout ina close play at the plate. The PU rules obstruction and the run scores.

Smith, F1for Team"A", singlesto F7. The coach now requestsandis granted "Time" and speaks with Smith as he is putting his

» warm-up jacket on. The umpire informs the coach that thisis a charged conference.
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Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/gINO1tsbHJs

F9 makes the catch on thisfoul ball. However, his body appearsto have crossed the dead ball line as he bounces off the

100 flexible netting.

RULING: This is a valid catch but should be treated as a “catch and carry”. Signal: Out on catch and dead ball. Award any
runners on base one extrabase from time of the pitch.
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SNZ UMPIRES ANNUAL RULES TEST 2018 — Levels 4-7

ANSWER SHEET

Name: Association:
Current Level: Email: Phone:
Q T/F Q T/F Q T/F Q T/F Q T/F
1 21 41 61 81
2 22 42 62 82
3 23 43 63 83
4 24 a3 64 84
5 25 45 65 85
6 26 46 66 86
7 27 47 67 87
8 28 48 68 88
9 29 49 69 89
10 30 50 70 90
11 31 51 71 91
12 32 52 72 92
13 33 53 73 93
14 34 54 74 9
15 35 55 75 95
16 36 56 76 96
17 37 57 77 97
18 38 58 78 98
19 39 59 79 99
20 40 60 80 100

Return this page onlyif you are submitting written answers (instead of completing test online) to:

Email: debeaul2@gmail.com ORsend to: Dave Beaumont
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