SNZ UMPIRES ANNUAL RULES TEST 2020 - Levels 4 to 7

Note: If you are a Level 3 umpire beingassessed for Level 4inthe coming seasonyou
NEW AL D are required tositthe 100 question Level 4-7rules test.

UMPIRE

Pre-Amble: This Annual Rules Testis based onthe New Zealand Rule Book 2018-2021 and relatesto Fast
Pitch only. You may also use the WBSC 2018-2021 rule book.

For the sake of brevity and clarity some questions will use the following symbols:

For Fielders: F1 =Pitcher; F2 = Catcher; F3 = 1st Base; F4 = 2nd Base; F5 = 3rd Base; F6 = Shortstop;
F7 = LeftField; F8 = Centre Field; F9=Right Field.

For Runners: R1is always the lead runner, followed by R2, R3 etc.

For Batters: BRisthe batter-runner; Bl isthe lead-off batter, followed by B2, B3, B4 etc.
For Substitutes:S1is the first substitution player, followed by S2, S3, S4 etc.

For The Bases: 1B = 15t Base; 2B = 2" base; 3B = 3™ base; HP = Home plate
INSTRUCTIONS:

1. ThisRulesTestis an Open Book Test. You may use the 2018-2021 New Zealand Rule Book or WBSC
Rule Book to answerthe questions. We highly recommend you doso and have included aRule
Reference column (optional to use). Answer strictly according tothe Rule Bookand NOT local bylaws
and/orgroundrules.

2. The question may be long, butis writtenin full forclarity. If the Umpiresrulingisonly partially
correct, the answeris FALSE.

3. ThisRulesTestis now offered as anonline testandincludes 100 questions. Please provideyour
answersonline and you will getyour score resultimmediately after you press submit.

4. Allanswersare either True or False (Yes = True, No = False) and are worth one (1) mark each for a
total of 100 marks.

5. Please selectyouranswerby clicking on the True or False button options.

6. Attheendof the test, press Submitand you will see yourscore immediately. You can only take the
testonce.

7. Completionofthistestistobe done individually and notas a group to ensure the testis beneficialto
the individual.

8. If you have any questions, pleaseemail: debeaul2@gmail.com

9. The Rules Test will close on Sunday 13 September2020. Answers will be posted onthe SNZUmpires
website shortly afterthe closing date.

Ifyou require areader/writerto complete the test please contact yourlocal chief umpire to arrange this.
If you are unable to complete the test online please complete the answersheeton page 8 and send to:

Dave Beaumont C/- 33 Marriotts Road, North New Brighton, Christchurch 8083 before the closing date.
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T/F | Rule Reference

1 | Once the umpire calls "play ball", the pitcherhas 20 seconds to release the next pitch.

2 The distance to the home run fence from home plate foradultfemale play is 67.06m (220ft).

R1 on 2B and B3 at bat witha 2-2 count. F1 delivers the next pitchasR1is called out forleavingthe base too early. The pitchis
called a strike so thisa double play.

R1lison 3rd and R2 on 2nd with none out when F1 pitches a ball to B3. At this point F1 advises the umpire that he wishesto
4 | intentionally walk B3. The umpire should agree tothe request and send B3 to 1st, even though a pitch has already been
thrown.

R1 on 1st Base. B2 hitsa hard grounderthat goes untouched trough the legs of F3 and hits R1 who is advancing toward 2nd
Base. RULING: R1 isout and the ball is Dead. B2 is awarded 1st Base.

Itis necessary forthe umpire to be notified when a Withdrawn Player returns to the game after receiving treatment foran
injury that caused bleeding.

7 | The batterisout if any part of theirfoottouches home plate evenif they swingand miss the ball.

Aftercompletingthe top of the 4th inning, Southland team has 1run and Wellington (batting second) has 10 runs.

Wellington are declared winners on the run ahead rule and the bottom 4 inning does not need to be played out.

A pitch hits the ground before it reaches home plate, bounces up off the ground and crosses the plate above the knee. The
9 | batterdoesnot swingat the pitch.

RULING: Ball.

Clickon the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/LbT2vRnozt8

10 | R2 0n 2B, 1 out. B7 hitslongflyball to F9 nearthe outfield fence. F9makes an attempt to catch the ball which deflects off his
glove tothe top of the fence and overinto the stands.

RULING: Ballis dead, B7 is awarded a ground rule double (2 bases from time of the pitch)

An offensive team coach at 3rd base may request, and be granted “Time” to discuss tactics with the 1st base coach, withoutan

1 offensive charged conference being declared.
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The runneris not outwhen a fielder makes aplay onarunnerwhile usinganillegal glove. The manager of the offended team

12
has the option of (a) having the entire play nullified, or (b) taking the result of the play.
Countis 1 ball, 2 strikes. A batted ball hits the batterstandingin the batter’s box. |
RULING: Dead ball, strike 3 on the swing, batteris out. \
13 ]
14 If the pitchslips ordrops fromthe pitcher’shand during the delivery, the plate umpireshall declareaball onthe batter, the ball
remains live and runners may advance at theirownrisk.
15 Any player may wear a glove when playing defence, but only the catcherand first base player may use mitts.
A batted ball first touches the outfield in foul territory, butthen rolls overthe line
16 intofairterritory where F9 comesinand picks the ball up and throws back to F4
standingon 2B.
RULING: Fair ball.
R1 on1B. On the first pitch, the batter hits a foul tip. R1 stealsfrom 1° to 2" base.
17
RULING: Dead ball, R1 must returnto 1B.
R1ison 1B with one out, when B3 hitsa fly ball to F4. R1 advancingto 2B stopsin front of F4, whois attemptingto catch the
18 | ball.R1 waves his/herhandsin F4's face, but makes no physical contact, causing the fielderto drop the fly ball. The umpire calls
R1 outforinterference.
19 All starting players (including the DP and the Flex player) may be substituted and re-enter the line-up once.

The starting player mustre-enterthe line-up in the same batting position.

SNZ Umpires Annual Rules Test 2020 —Lewvels 4 to 7

Page 3 0f11




Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/4xZdxTzM 14

20
R2 iscaughtina rundown between 1Band 2B. If thisscenarioisruled as an obstruction, it will be up to the umpire’s judgment
to decide which base will be awarded to R2 after time is called.
21 | Athrown ball touchinga base coach accidentally (in or out of the coach's box) is nota blocked ball.
A batted ball first touchesthe groundin foul territory, spins back and comesto reston home
plate.
22
RULING: Foul ball.
23 One out.R1 on 2B, R2 on 1B. The batterswingsand missesthe 3rd strike, which the catcher drops.
RULING: The ball is dead and runners may not advance beyond their current base at time of pitch.
20 The base coach may leave the coach’s box to signal a runnerto slide.
25 B1 entersthe batter's box wearingabicycle helmet without earflaps or full skull protection. Thisislegal.
26 | A playerwhohasnotyetarrived at the diamond may not be listed on the startingline-up.
27 | ltisconsidered alegal tagwhena fieldertouchesarunnerwith the ball, whileheldin the bare hand and not the glove.
In the top of the third inning, the offensive team coach requests a conference with a batter. In the bottom half of the inning,
28 | the same coach (nowondefence) requests "Time" totalk to F1. Thisis allowed.
29 | A playerwearingacast can be permittedto play onthefield.
Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.
https://youtu.be/clezHTZgouc
30

B5 steps behind the line in the batter’s box and returnsinside the box before making contact with the ball.

RULING: thisis NOT a batting out of the box violation because B5was inside the box when contact was made.
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T/F | Rule Reference

31 | Astrike canbe called onthe batterwhen he deliberately erases the lines of the batter’s box during his turn at bat.

A pitcherwhorelievesanotherisallowed a maximum of five warm-up pitches, provided he has not previously pitched inthe

32 sameinning.

33 | A batter-runner may runoutside the one metre line toavoid afielder attemptingtofield a batted ball.

A fielderwhoisin possession of the ball pushesarunner off a base in an attempttotag the runner off base. Thisactionis

34 considered aform of obstruction andis a delayed dead ball.
R1 on 3B withone out. B1 hitsa high fly ballto (F7) and R1is tagging up to attemptto score on the catch. F7 seesthisand
35 wants to make the throw home as soon as he makesthe catch. R1takesoff. When reachingintothe glove toretrieve the ball,

it drops on the ground.
RULING: This is a legal catch.

36 | A batted ball hittingeither part of the double base is always afair ball.

A batted ball hitinto foul territory before passing 1st base spins back into the
37 | infieldand comestorestnextto F3 on the fairside.
RULING: Fair ball.

A runner, who abandons his base and does not attempt to advance to the next base while the ball is alive, should be called out

38 | a5 soonas he crossesthe foul line on his way back to the dugout.

39 | The batterisoutif any part of theirfootis outside the lines of the batter’s box when they hitthe ball (fairorfoul).

Clickon the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

40 | https://youtu.be/C75wXbBg-Gw

Thisis a legal catch as the fielder held the ball long enough to have control.

41 | Ifateamisusingadesignated player (DP), they must have ten (10) playerslisted in theirstartingline-up.

SNZ Umpires Annual Rules Test 2020 —Levels 4 to 7 Page 50f11



https://youtu.be/C75wXbBg-Gw

42

A team has a designated player (DP) intheirline-up batting for the pitcher (F1).

In the 6th inning, the coach notifies the plate umpire that F1will batin place of the DP. Inthe 7" inning, the coach wishesto
return the DP to bat again and reinstate the Flex.

RULING: This is a legal change.

43

Itisconsideredacatch if a fielder catches a fly ball with one foot touching foul territory and the other entirely in dead ball
territory.

Obstructed runners may be called out, on a properappeal, if they fail to touch awarded basesinlegal order, providing the
obstruction did not prevent the runner from touchingthe base(s).

45

Runners may advance at theirown risk duringa live ball appeal play.

46

A batted ball hits 3rd base, rollsand comes to rest in the outfield foul territory.
RULING: Foul ball.

47

All team caps must be alike, worn properly and are mandatory for male players.

The batter isout when the catcher catches a called, swinging or foul tip third (3) strike.

49

R1 on 1B, when F2 drops the pitch and the ball rollsto B2's feet. Forgetting R1was on 1B, B2 picks up the ball and handsitto
F2. R1 makes no attemptto leave 1B to go to 2B.
RULING: The umpire does not call interference.

50

Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/mBjEOd-ouuE

R1 takesoff ona hitto F7 andis obstructed by F6 while attempting to score from 2B. As he was obstructed between 2Band
3B, he isonly protected between those 2 bases.

RULING: R1 should be called out at home plate onthe tag.
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Afterhe has beendeclared out, a batter-runnerinterferes with a player’s opportunity to make a play on anotherrunner. The

°1 runner being played on atthe time of the interference should be called out.

52 A runnerfailstotouch a baseinregularorder, or leaves a base illegally on a caught fly ball. If a legal appeal is made and thisis
the third out of the inning, any succeeding runner can also score.

53 F1, a slingshot pitcher, pitches the ball without stepping forward simultaneous with the release of the ball.
RULING: The umpire should call anillegal pitch.

54 The position of the ball at the time of the interference determines whetherthe ballis fair or foul, regardlessif the ball rolls
untouchedtofoul or fairterritory.

55 When a runner collides withan umpire, while running bases, itis possible for the umpire to declare interferenceand return the

runnerto the last legally held base.

56 | The batter takes runningsteps (within the batter’s box) toward the pitcherand lets the ball hitthe bat. Thisis a slap hit.

F6 runs onto the field to play shortstop while wearing ahelmet. When questioned by the umpire, F6states he isrequired to

>7 wearthe helmet formedical reasons. RULING: the umpire should not allow him to wear the helmet while fielding.

R1 on1B. B2 hitsa ground ball to F4. The ball rolls out of F4’s glove. F4is reachingdown to pick up the ball when R1collides
58 | withthem.
RULING: Dead ball, R1isout forinterference, B2is safe on 1%t base.

A legally batted ball comestorestinthe batter's box. The umpire shall declare afairor foul ball depending on the locati on of

>9 the ball.
Clickon the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.
60 https://youtu.be/EqqWs6emobA

Basesloaded with 1 out. B9 hitsa sharpline drive to F5 who drops the ball intentionally.
RULING: Dead ball, the runnerclosesttohomeiis called out.

A team has a designated player (DP) in theirline-up batting for the pitcher (F1).
61 | Inthe 3 inning, the umpire makesachange and the DP is now fielding for the shortstop (F6).

RULING: This is not a legal change, the DP and the flex cannot be playing defenceon the field at the same time.

Team "A" protests a misinterpretation of aruleinthe thirdinning. They goonto win the game but submitthe protestto the

62 . . .
committee anyway. Thisisavalid protest.

R1 on3B. A battedball hitsR1 leading off from 3™ base but on the foul territory side.
63
RULING: Dead ball, R1isout for interference.

64 | A pitcherreturningto pitchinthe same half inningisallowed up to three (3) warm up pitches.

SNZ Umpires Annual Rules Test 2020 —Levels 4 to 7 Page 7 of 11



https://youtu.be/EqqWs6emobA

Beaumont (5% in the batting line up) bats in place of Fortin (4" in the battingline up).
65 | Witha 2ball, 1 strike count on Beaumont, the defensive coach appeals for batting out of order.

RULING: Fortinis called out and Beaumont carries on at bat with the 2-1 count.

66 B5 reaches upto catch an inside pitch as R1 attempts to steal 2B. The batter is out forinterference.

R7 holds his base and tags up on a high fly ball to F7 and then advances when the fielderfirst touches the ball thatis juggled for
67 | afewsecondsbefore beingcaught. The defence thenappeals forR7leavingearly. Ruling: R7is out for not waiting forthe
catch to be completed before taking off.

The battingorderis B1, B2, B3, B4, B5.

B3 batsin place of B1 and the infraction is not noticed until after one pitch has been thrown to B4.
The defense appeals for batting out of order.

Ruling: Appealisdeclined, B4continuesto bat and B1 and B2 have missed theirturn at bat.

68

The count is 2 balls, one strike. B1 swings ata pitch, misses andthe ball hits himonthe arm. The offensive coach asks fortime
69 | and wantsthe plate umpire toaward B1 a “hit by pitch” and the batter should be entitled to 1B.
Ruling: Deal ball, the countis now 2 balls 2 strikes, play on.

Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/pamnfclyxYk

R1 on 2B and R2 on 1B with 1 out. B5, witha 1-1 count, hits a high fly ball inthe infield thatis ruled as an infield fly “if fair”. R2
interferes with F3attemptingtofield the ball. The ball drops on fairside butrolls foul untouched by the catcher.

70

RULING: R1 iscalled outfor interference, R2returns to 2B and B5 returnsto bat witha 1-2 count.

B1 attemptstoavoid beinghit by a pitched ball, butinadvertently movesinto the pitch he istryingto avoid and is hit by the

n pitched ball. Ruling: The ball is dead.

The ball become dead when a runneris called out for positioning himself behind, and notin contact with, a baseinorder to get

2
7 arunningstart on a fly ball. Thisisnot an appeal play.

B1 hitsafairline drive thatistouchedinflight by F4, after which it strikes an umpire standing behind F4. The ball is then caught
73 | by F9, before ittouchesthe ground.
RULING: B1 is not out and the ball remainsalive.

Whenthe ballis in playand is overthrown beyond the boundary line oris blocked, all runners are awarded two bases from the

7 time of the throw.

B5 swings atand foul tips the third strike. The ball first tips F2’s glove, hits his chestandis then caught in his bare hand before

75 touchingthe ground. The catcherisrequiredtothrow the ballto 1B or tag the batter to complete the out.

76 | The umpire shall forfeitthe game if any playerdisputes his call, after having given ateam warning.
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Aftertakingthe signal, the pitchermust come toa full and complete stop with the ball in either handin front of the body, prior

7 to pitchingthe ball.

A catch will still be considered as valid if afielder (while gaining control) of the ball, collides with another player, umpire ora

8 fence, orfalls tothe ground and then drops the ball as a result of the collision or falling to the ground.

R10on3B, R2 on 1B, withtwo outs. F4 fields aground ball and tags R2 priorto reaching 2B. R1 scored priorto the tag. The run

” scoressince itwas NOT a force out at 1B.

Clickon the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/6V1P7R3FM5k

80 R1 on 1B, B5 hitsa grounderto F4 who attempts to field the ball andis clearly impeded by R1.

Ruling:R1isout forinterference and B5is safe on 1B.

81 | Runners mayadvance at theirownrisk whenaninfield flyis declared.

R1 on 2B and R2 on 1B. On the next pitch, the ball gets away from F2 and rolls nearthe on-deck batter, who remainsin the on-
deckcircle. R2 takes off and before reaching 2B, F2 inthrowingto 2B to pick off R2, hitsthe on-deck batter whoisstill standing
82 | ontheon-deckcircle. The runnersreach 2B and 3B safely.

Ruling: The Umpire rulesinterference by the on-deck batter. The ball is dead and R1 is out, R2 must returnto 1B.

Aftertakingthe signal, the pitcher canlegally bring his whole body to afull and complete stop for more than 5 seconds, before

8 commencinghis delivery.

R1ison 3B and advances home on B2's hit. R1 misses home plate and enters the dugout. F2 makes an appeal play while the
ball isstill live and tags home plate. The umpire rules R1out. This isa legal appeal andis the correct decision.

Game tied at 6-6 after 7 complete innings of play. The playerthatisscheduledtorunas the tiebreak runnerinthe eighth

8 | . . . . N
inning can be legally substituted in accordance with the substitution rule.

With one out, R1 on 2B and R2 on 1B, B3 hitsa ground ball directly to F1 who throws to F5 for a force on R1 at 3B. F6 obstructs

86 R1 inhisadvance toward 3B. Ruling: The umpire should allow the out to stand.

B1 hitsthe ball to F6 who fields and throws to F3. The ball is high and deflects from F3's glove into the dugout. The umpire

87 awards B1 two basesfromthe last base touched at the time of the throw, whichis 2B.

Itisnot interference when abatted ball is misplayed, and the ball bounds away or past the fielder, and then the fielderand

88 .
runnercollide.

R1 on1B. B2 hitsa highfly ball to the centre field and the ball bounces overthe outfield fence.
89 | R1touched 2" base before the ball bounced overthe outfield fence.

RULING: R1 isawarded home while B1stands on 2B on a regulation double.
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90

Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/WNBL-g2GwKA

B4 drops a bunt and the bat makes contact with the ballin fairterritory. F2 still manages to pick up the ball and make a playon
1B. The batter-runnershould always be called out when the bat makes contact with a batted ball on fair territory.

91

A Temporary Runneris used to replace the F2 of record from the previous defensive inningwhois now on base with two out.
This must be reported tothe PU.

92

The Head Coach of a teamis ejected from the game forusing abusive language to an umpire. Isit a requirementforthe Head
Coach to provide the umpire with the name of the person whoistoassume the Head Coach role for the rest of the game?

93

A runnerisout if he runs basesin reverse order, eitherto confuse the fielders, orto make a travesty of the game.

9

R1 on 1B with no outs.

B3 batsin place of B2 and hitsinto a fielder’s choice, forcing R1out at 2B. Afterthe play, the defense now properly appeals
batting out-of-order. Ruling: R1remainsout, B2 who should have battedis out, and B3 is taken off 1B and is now starting his
turn at bat to reinstate the properbattingorder.

95

Clickon the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/w4ib210690g

R1 on 1B, B7 hitsa ground ball to F3, which deflectsand hits R1 while running toward 2B.
RULING: Dead ball, R1 should be called out forinterference and B7 is awarded 1B on the play.

96

The ball remains alive when the runners have reached the bases to which they are entitled afterafielder hasillegally fielded a
batted, thrown or pitched ball.

97

R1ison 2B withtwo outs, B4 hits a high fly ball, which F6 can catch with little effort. R1 advancingto 3B collides with F6 who
still manages to complete the catch. Interferenceisruled against R1, whichresultsinthe third out. The fact that F6 caught the
ballisnullified and B4is awarded 1B. The leadoff batterinthe nextinning will then be B5.

98

R1 on 1B, when B2 hitsa ground ball to F4. The ball contacts R1 (before itreaches F4) and deflects straightto F4, whoturnsa
double play by touching 2B and then throwingto 1B to get B2 on a bang-bangplay.
Ruling: The umpire can ignore the interference by R1 as the defense was not disadvantaged and turned adouble play.

99

A ‘Fake Tag’ isa form of obstruction ona runner, while advancing orreturningto a base, by a fielderwhois notin possession of
the ball and impedes the progress of the runner.

100

Click on the link below to watch a video clip of a match situation.

https://youtu.be/pACiZJp9jus

B2 hitsa sharp line drive that deflects off the foot of F1 and is caught by F6. The out called on 1B isan appeal play.
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ANSWER SHEET

Name: Association:
Current Level: Email: Phone:
Q T/F Q T/F Q T/F Q T/F Q T/F
1 21 41 61 81
2 22 42 62 82
3 23 43 63 83
4 24 a3 64 84
5 25 45 65 85
6 26 46 66 86
7 27 47 67 87
8 28 48 68 88
9 29 49 69 89
10 30 50 70 90
11 31 51 71 91
12 32 52 72 92
13 33 53 73 93
14 34 54 74 9
15 35 55 75 95
16 36 56 76 96
17 37 57 77 97
18 38 58 78 98
19 39 59 79 99
20 40 60 80 100

Return this page onlyif you are submitting written answers (instead of completing test online) to:

Email: debeaul2@gmail.com ORsend to: Dave Beaumont
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